Literary value:

1. I found that I strongly agree with "The Teacher's Lounge: Why We Still Need Huckleberry Finn" because it stresses the value of exposing kids to American history through reading Huckleberry Finn. Twain's use of the n-word is controversial, and that's why teacher's often feel uncomfortable teaching the novel, but same as with To Kill a Mockingbird, the word is only used as an emphasis of the time period and what it was like being a child at that time in history. These kids were growing up with slaves and only knowing them as the n-word. Huckleberry Finn still has historical value and gives many examples of what it was like to live during that time period. Huckleberry Finn addresses racial, political, religious and gender issues.


2. Out of the two article, I first read, "The Teacher's Lounge: Why We Still Need Huckleberry Finn," This article argued that teachers should not be afraid to teach The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn but should however be qualified to teach the novel. Teachers should be prepared with how they go about teaching it and be prepared to answer certain questions. That article also argued that the n-word is just Huck's word for blacks. That is apart of his culture. The novel is also a satire. In opposition, "Say It Ain't So, Huck" argues that Huck Finn should not be taught in schools. The author, Jane Smiley states that she believes that Mark Twain is actually the villain. The voice he gives Huck is very inappropriate and biased. Instead of teaching Huck Finn, Smiley believes that we should instead teach a more appropriate book that teaches the same lessons regarding racism/slavery such as Uncle Tom's Cabin. I personally agree with Ernest Hemingway. He would agree that we should not be afraid to teach Huck Finn and would agree with the first article. The culture within this book is an accurate description of what it was like to live back in the time of racism and slavery and we should not be afraid to mention the past. 


3. If I were to pick which article of the two I agreed with more, it would definitely be "The Teacher's Lounge: Why We Still Need Huckleberry Finn." This novel, along with several others from this time period are a greater learning tool and direct examples of American in those times. The regular use of the n-word, although considered derogatory today, was common language then and is something that children should continue to be taught to illustrate how times have changed and how uneducated people then really were. I think that it would be a shame for novels like, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, to not be taught in schools because the novels are first hand accounts of real language in time periods when there was a lot of controversy over very tough topics. 





Moftis:

1) Family has always been interesting to Huck.  In the beginning, we learn about Pap and how horrible he was as a father.  He was drunk and abusive, stealing money to get alcohol.  He was relatively non-existent in Huck's life.  In the middle of the novel, he finds a family in the Grangerfords.  They are nice, welcoming people who allow Huck to be apart of their family.  Huck leaves them after he learns about the feud with the Shepherdsons and the feud went too far for comfort.  Throughout the novel, he has options of people to become family, but in the end, he becomes a true orphan, having Tom and Jim for a family.  

2) Lies and cons are continually showing up throughout the book. Lying eventually become natural to Huck Finn. First, he was essentially lying about his death when he staged it in the first place. Then when Huck and Jim were on the run, Huck would dress up as a girl and lie about his gender, name, and story. After he gave up disguising himself as a girl, he continued to lie about his name and his story. There was a time when he was on the boat and ran into two white men. He didn't want them getting any closer and seeing Jim so he told them that his pap is sick and they were suspicious of smallpox and it scared the men away. He was protecting Jim. Huck realizes that not all lying is bad.

3) Superstition is a very common motif found in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. I believe Twain includes superstition because people during this time in America believed in certain evils and blamed their misfortunes on silly superstitions. We see an early example of this when Huck finds a spider crawling on his shoulder and his response is to spin three times and tie a lock of his hair to "keep the witches away." Another example of superstition is when Huck puts the snake-skin in Jim's blanket and in result Jim is bit by another snake. Jim explains that "handling a snake-skin was such awful bad luck." Lastly, we see superstition at the end of the novel when Jim claims the omen of his hairy chest has brought him the fortune of Tom giving him $40. 

The Mississippi river as a symbol:

1) The river represent freedom and possibility.  The river is the main form of transportation for Huck and Jim, taking them away from past problems.  Huck feels confined by society, trapped in doing what everyone else wanted him to do.  Jim was confined by slavery, also doing what everyone else wanted him to do.  The rules that both of them are supposed to follow are not necessarily confining, but rather to keep them safe.  They quickly learn that while they are free on the river, they have a lot of challenges and responsibility.  
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2) The Mississippi River is a symbol of freedom and calmness. To Jim, the river is freedom from being sold like a commodity as a slave. He's free from being treated disrespectfully and free from working for white people. Miss. Watson was about to sell him to the largest slavery city, New Orleans and that's the original reason he ran away and escaped. Huck is free from his abusive Pap and constricting life ways of the widow and Miss. Watson. There are multiple times where the river is mentioned as being peaceful and they're happy to be back on the river.  


3) There are several symbols in the novel, one of them is the Mississippi River. I believe that the river represents freedom and independence for both Huck and Jim. Jim is a runaway slave, while Huck is escaping from his father and Miss Watson.  Jim and Huck see the river as a source of freedom (like they are far away from the place they have escaped from), they are going South. However, as in real life freedom has its opposite sides, the river also brings a lot of danger for the characters, the more south they go, the more danger it brings. They have to deal with criminals, stolen goods, murdered person, meet the Duke and Dauphin, and have to participate in their frauds etc. 



